
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RAHAB: A Broken Life Redeemed 

 
Then Joshua secretly sent out two spies from the Israelite camp at Acacia Grove. He instructed 
them, “Scout out the land on the other side of the Jordan River, especially around Jericho.” So 
the two men set out and came to the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there that 
night. 2 But someone told the king of Jericho, “Some Israelites have come here tonight to spy 

out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent orders to Rahab: “Bring out the men who have come 
into your house, for they have come here to spy out the whole land.” 4 Rahab had hidden the 
two men, but she replied, “Yes, the men were here earlier, but I didn’t know where they were 
from. 5 They left the town at dusk, as the gates were about to close. I don’t know where they 

went. If you hurry, you can probably catch up with them.” 6 (Actually, she had taken them up to 
the roof and hidden them beneath bundles of flax she had laid out.) 7 So the king’s men went 

looking for the spies along the road leading to the shallow crossings of the Jordan River. And as 
soon as the king’s men had left, the gate of Jericho was shut. 8 Before the spies went to sleep 
that night, Rahab went up on the roof to talk with them. 9 “I know the LORD has given you this 
land,” she told them. “We are all afraid of you. Everyone in the land is living in terror. 10 For we 
have heard how the LORD made a dry path for you through the Red Sea when you left Egypt. 
And we know what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan River, 

whose people you completely destroyed. 11 No wonder our hearts have melted in fear! No one 
has the courage to fight after hearing such things. For the LORD your God is the supreme God 
of the heavens above and the earth below. 12 “Now swear to me by the LORD that you will be 

kind to me and my family since I have helped you. Give me some guarantee that 13 when 
Jericho is conquered, you will let me live, along with my father and mother, my brothers and 

sisters, and all their families.” 14 “We offer our own lives as a guarantee for your safety,” the men 
agreed. “If you don’t betray us, we will keep our promise and be kind to you when the LORD 

gives us the land. 
~ Joshua 2:1-14 

 
THREE LESSONS FROM RAHAB’S LIFE: 
 
1. GOD SAVES THOSE WITH A PAST 
 
Then Joshua secretly sent out two spies from the Israelite camp at Acacia Grove. He 
instructed them, “Scout out the land on the other side of the Jordan River, especially 
around Jericho.” So the two men set out and came to the house of a prostitute named 
Rahab and stayed there that night. ~ Joshua 2:1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse 
Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. 32 I have 

come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 
sinners and need to repent.”  

~ Luke 5:31-32 



One of the Pharisees asked him over for a meal. He went to the Pharisee’s house and 
sat down at the dinner table. Just then a woman of the village, the town harlot, 
having learned that Jesus was a guest in the home of the Pharisee, came with a bottle 
of very expensive perfume and stood at his feet, weeping, raining tears on his feet. 
Letting down her hair, she dried his feet, kissed them, and anointed them with the 
perfume. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man was the prophet I thought he was, he would have known what kind of woman this 
is who is falling all over him.” ~ Luke 7:36-39 (Message Bible) 

 
2. GOD USES THOSE WITH A PAST 
 
But someone told the king of Jericho, “Some Israelites have come here tonight to spy 
out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent orders to Rahab: “Bring out the men who 
have come into your house, for they have come here to spy out the whole land.”  
~ Joshua 2:2-3 
 
Rahab had hidden the two men, but she replied, “Yes, the men were here earlier, but I 
didn’t know where they were from. 5 They left the town at dusk, as the gates were about 
to close. I don’t know where they went. If you hurry, you can probably catch up with 
them.” 6 (Actually, she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them beneath bundles 
of flax she had laid out.) 7 So the king’s men went looking for the spies along the road 
leading to the shallow crossings of the Jordan River. And as soon as the king’s men had 
left, the gate of Jericho was shut. ~ Joshua 2:4-7 
 
On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched around the town as they 
had done before. But this time they went around the town seven times. 16 The seventh 
time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded 
the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the town! 17 Jericho and everything in it 
must be completely destroyed as an offering to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and 
the others in her house will be spared, for she protected our spies. ~ Joshua 6:15-18 
 
So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 
‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  ~Zechariah 4:6 
 
Meanwhile, Joshua said to the two spies, “Keep your promise. Go to the prostitute’s 
house and bring her out, along with all her family.” 23 The men who had been spies went 
in and brought out Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, and all the other relatives who 
were with her. They moved her whole family to a safe place near the camp of Israel. 
24Then the Israelites burned the town and everything in it. Only the things made from 
silver, gold, bronze, or iron were kept for the treasury of the LORD’s house. 25 So Joshua 
spared Rahab the prostitute and her relatives who were with her in the house, because 
she had hidden the spies Joshua sent to Jericho. And she lives among the Israelites to 
this day. ~ Joshua 6:22-25 

 
3. GOD REDEFINES THOSE WITH A PAST 

 



It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city 
who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.  
~ Hebrews 11:31 
 
Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her 
actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 
26 Just as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works.  
~ James 2:25-26 
 
Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother was Rahab). 
Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother was Ruth). 
Obed was the father of Jesse.~ Matthew 1:5 
 
 

NEXT STEPS 

• Memorize Luke 5:31-32 

• Become a follower of Jesus 

• Sign to help with VBS 

• Sign for the Difference Maker Seminar 


